
Customs Inspection 
 

On Tuesday, June 09, 2015 at 

7:30am the Division of Customs conducted a 

Customs line inspection of all Customs 

Officers in front of the Customs Main Office.  

According to Customs Chief John Tarkong Jr., 

“The inspection gave our Officers a glimpse 

of what to expect in a Customs inspection, 

like the military, having them in formation 

while inspecting their uniform, appearance 

and equipment that was issued to them. This 

was the first time ever for us to undergo an 

inspection since Customs was established on 

January 14, 1993. The purpose of a visual 

inspection is to ensure that we maintain a 

high standard of our uniform appearance. As 

part of our inspection today, we dedicate 

this inspection to a part of our tradition and 

to those who came before us and this needs 

to continue because it’s important for us to 

be proud and dedicated Officers. It’s not enough just to know that you can wear a uniform. If there was problem with 

the uniform or an Officer not having a name tag, I tell them and take note of this because it is our responsibility to 

ensure that we provide our Officers with the proper equipment to include badges and name tags and if their shoes is 

not polished shoes or their not in the proper dress, then we take note of this and take corrective actions.”  

 

The inspection also included a vehicle and firearms inspection that was carried out by our most senior 

Officers. Deputy Chief Rebechong Iskawa (Revenue) conducted the vehicle inspection of all vehicles while Deputy 

Chief Clint Mersai (Operations) inspected the firearms of those Officers assigned to carry firearms and other 

equipment. 

 

According to Chief Tarkong “We never had any inspections in the past and as nervous as some of us might 

have been, one outcome of this inspection was that our Officers demonstrated that they were very proud to have 

taken part in today’s activity without any confrontation. It’s very important that we carry this tradition on an annual 

basis so that we can ensure our Officers are wearing the prescribed uniform to work. I want to thank our Officers for 

their commitment in showing up today. Among our 43 Customs Officers, there were a few Officers who did not show 

up to this mandatory inspection but they will be dealt with accordingly to include a line inspection”  

 


