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Pristine Paradise Environmental Fee (PPEF)
In accordance with RPPL 10-16
and the PPEF Regulations, the collection of the PPEF on the airline ticket
for all passengers arriving into Palau
became effective on January 01, 2018.
This meant that all passengers purchasing tickets on or / after January
01st and arriving into Palau would
have the PPEF included in the sale of
their ticket.
As for those passengers that
purchased tickets prior to January
01, 2018 and departing on or after
January 01, 2018, they would only pay
$50 upon their departure since the
airlines were not able to capture the
PPEF on the ticket. For those passen-

gers eligible for the PPEF refund of
$100 USD includes those passengers
who are Palauans passport holders,
their spouses, transit passengers,
diplomats, captain / crew on commercial airlines and other persons as ex-

empted by the Minister of Finance. ,
With the assistance and cooperation from the airlines and IATA,
such collaboration was made possible.

Kirk Derbai Receives Top Honorary Awards at
the National Law Enforcement Academy
On Friday, January 19, 2018,
Customs Canine Drug & Detector Dog
handler Kirk Derbai was one out of 20
cadets that completed and graduated
from the Palau’s National Law Enforcement Academy. After 3 1/2 months of
rigorous training, Officer Derbai received special honorary awards to
include an Academic Excellence Award,

Outstanding Leadership Award, Perfect Attendance Award and Certificate
of Completion.
In recognition of his accomplishments, the Director, BCBP and the
Minister of Finance agreed to commend Officer Derbai with a merit
increase based on his outstanding
performance and accomplishments

during the Academy. We hope that
this will serve as an incentive to
further and future accomplishments. A luncheon was held in his
honor on Friday, January 25, 2018.
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Customs Dispose of Soju and Cigarettes

“To put the
world in order,
we must first put
the nation in
order; to put the
nation in order,
we must put the
family in order;
to put the family
in order, we must
cultivate our
personal life; and
to cultivate our
personal life, we
must first set our
hearts right.”

On Friday, January 19, 2018, the
Bureau of Customs & Border Protection disposed of a number of items
that were forfeited and seized as
contraband, abandoned and dutiable
items over the past year. This included one of the most popular alcohol
drinks in Palau which is soju. Approximately 45 bottles of concealed soju
that were confiscated and disguised
as drinking water inside 1.5 liters of

Fiji plastic water bottles. There were
about 270 bottles of other types of
soju bottles that were disposed by
opening the bottles and emptying it
outside of the Customs Main Office.
For those who may not be familiar
with the brand, Soju is a clear, colorless distilled beverage traditionally
made with rice, wheat, or barley or
with other types of starches such as
potatoes, sweet potato, or tapioca.

There were about 5 cases of Chinese
beer as well.
According to the Director of Customs,
John Tarkong Jr., due to the lack of
space and high risk of storing such
items at Customs, we had no alternative but to conduct an inventory, clean
out the container of any high risk and
valuable items such as liquor, beer
and cigarettes and dispose of them
accordingly. All of the items in the
container were rat and roach infested
as the container was old and falling
apart as well.
Customs does not currently
have a Customs Warehouse or storage facility to place and safeguard
these items, Other items that were
disposed of included about 42 cartons
of old cigarettes, mainly Marlboro and
different types of Chinese brand cigarettes.

Customs to Observe & Celebrate International Customs Day
On Friday, January 26, 2018, Customs will observe and celebrate the International Customs Day by hosting an appreciation events where Customs Officers are recognized by their exemplary service. According to the World Customs Organisation (WCO), the theme for 2018 is “A Secure Business Environment”. The WCO is dedicating the security of the business environment, with the slogan “A secure business environment for economic development.

Confucious

(Continued on page 4)

Customs Supervisory Meeting

Revenue Collections

After the holiday seasons and in line
with the new year, Customs had their
first supervisory meeting on Thursday, January 18, 2018. The meetings
have been held at least once a month
with management. As for the Director
and Chiefs, they meet every day for
briefings to iron out any issues and
plans for the week.

For FY 2017, collected a total revenue
of $24,074,301.88 compared to $
20,987,998.51 for FY 2016. An increase of 14 %. This includes all imports, fish export, departure tax,
green fee, dbc fee, penalties, water
vessel & storage fees. We processed
a total of 15,781 entries for FY 2017.
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Drug Seizures—FY 2017
Customs had 5 seizures during FY 2017 of methamphetamine. 22.5 grams of meth
seized at the Airport arrivals.
12.9 grams of meth seized at
the Post Office. 4.3 grams
seized from fishing vessels.
2.8 grams was seized at the
airport arrivals and 47.8
grams at the post office.
Charges have been filed for
all 5 cases.

A significant increase in
seizures was a result of
better intelligence and information sharing.
There were a total of 16
cases of undeclared currency in excess of $10,000.
An administrative penalty /
fine of 5% was imposed on
12 of the cases, 2 were
issued a warning and 2
currently pending.

K-9 Unit Conducts Drug Education Awareness School Program at KES
On Friday, January 31, 2018, the
Customs Drug Detector Dog Unit
conducted their Drug Awareness
Program at Koror Elementary
School.

cially methamphetamine, and how
Customs are able to utilize both of
our drug detector dogs, Zeus, a
German Shepard and Duke, a Labrador, to detect and locate parcels of
envelopes containing drugs as part
of their responsibilities at the Borders. This is our everyday job and
we enjoy this line of work. Many of
the students were excited to see the
dogs in action and how the drug
detector dog handlers worked as a
team to find the drugs.

There were about 86 students that
were somewhat overwhelmed by
their presentation in the gym. According to Mayer Julius, the Officer
In Charge of the Customs Drug Detector Dog Unit, their team of Officers were able to conduct their
presentation and demonstration
through the use of the dogs in order According to Officer Julius, we were
to educate students about the nega- able to discuss and share how we
tive aspects and use of drugs, espe- use the drug dogs in our searches.

Customs New Signs & K-9 Unit gets 2 new Vehicles
In line with the new year, the BCBP
was able to put up new “Customs”
signs at the airport, K-9 Unit and
Malakal Port to include our scheduled
hours. This included signs at the Drug
Detector Dog Unit. Other signs pending are at the main office and post
office section. The Port Customs
Office renovation was finally completed.
Other plans for 2018 include renova-

tions at the Customs Main Office and
Parking area.

We are very proud of our drug dogs.
They are well trained to alert the
location of a drug scent by sitting
down, but it takes the detection-dog/
handler team to be able to work together to alert or identify drugs based
on a scent present. It isn’t just about
how sensitive a dog’s nose is or how
well-trained a dog is. There are factors affecting the interaction between
a dog and a handler that can impact
the dog’s performance as well,” said
Julius. It was fun interacting with the
students as we plan to target as many
schools as possible this year.

Bureau of Customs & Border Protection (BCBP)
Customs to Observe & Celebrate International Customs Day
P.O. Box 6011 KOROR,
REPUBLIC OF PALAU 96940

Phone: (680) 488-1985 / 6031
FAX: (680) 488-4405 /1016
Email: a d m i n @ p a l a u c u s t o m s . o r g
Web-address: http://
www.palaucustoms.org
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In light of the challenges that Customs and officers face each year, In doing so, our priorities this year will be to
enhance our border protection against the fight on drugs, continue to effectively manage and work with all relevant agencies involved and to enhance our officers through relevant tools (acquire new passive drug dogs, replacement of -x-ray
machines, training of our personnel etc). Our priorities will be to continue to improve on revenue compliance and collection, improve trade facilitation by strengthening the facilitation in the movement of vessels, aircraft, cargo and passengers; improve the clearance for low risk consignments; and strengthen post clearance audits, mobilize support for the
enactment of the Customs Act and supporting Regulations, Policies & Procedures, strengthen and improve Customer
Service, improve the use of Statistics, implement the Harmonized Tariff Code for 2017 and, in performing our functions,
we want to assess all classified positions and hiring of Customs Officers and to provide the best trainings and programs
for our Officers in order to ensure we become a socially responsible and committed work force.

Visit us on :
www.palaucustoms.org

Who will Win and be the Biggest Loser
Based on the reality television show,
The Biggest Loser, the employees from
Bureau of Customs & Border Protection (BCBP) will conduct it’s own version of The Biggest Loser to allow
those who are overweight and obese
contestants to attempt to lose the
most weight and to fight for a cash
prize of $500. There will also be prizes
for the 2nd and 3rd place finishers.
On Friday, January 19, 2018, Customs
Officers signed , paid their $20 entry
fee and jumped on the scale.
According to the chairman and member of the organizing committee,
Officer Odelaffi Sato, there are currently 26 Officers that have signed up.
There is no minimum or maximum

weight limit. Since a majority of the
Officers work during the day and
spend most of their time to include
evenings and weekends working overtime, eating right and healthy food,
lack of rest and fitness is seen as a
big health concern. Since the President, ROP has declared this year as
the “Year of Good Health” - focusing
on Mind, Body and Spirit at home and
in the workplace, we hope to have our
Officers work towards eating and
living healthy and in doings so, they
can win a prize as well. The first weigh
-in is on March 19th. The final weigh in
will be on April 19th, 2018.

Man who stand
on hill with
mouth open will
wait long time
for roast duck to
drop in.
Confucious

